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Abstract:

In the modern era of digital education, podcasts have emerged as a
dynamic medium to address the gaps in traditional Arabic language
teaching, particularly in listening (maharah istima’) and speaking
(maharah kalam) skills. Recognizing the challenges of limited exposure to
authentic language environments and traditional methods that often fail
to engage learners, this study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of
podcasts as a pedagogical tool for Arabic language instruction. A
qualitative research design was employed, involving 20 advanced-level
students aged 16—18 from Darullughah Wadda’wah, a renowned Islamic
boarding school. Participants engaged with curated Arabic podcasts over
four weeks, supplemented by group discussions, structured speaking
exercises, and comprehension assessments. Data collection included pre-
and post-tests, observational notes, audio recordings, and semi-
structured interviews. Results indicate a significant improvement in
listening skills (30%) and speaking proficiency (25%), with students

reporting enhanced vocabulary retention and increased confidence in
communication. Observational data highlighted higher engagement and
motivation during podcast-based learning than during traditional
approaches. This study concludes that podcasts are a versatile and
innovative medium for fostering language skills and bridging theoretical
and practical knowledge gaps. Recommendations include expanding
podcast topics and integrating visual aids for broader applicability in
diverse educational contexts.
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Introduction

In today’s rapidly evolving digital era, innovative approaches to language learning are
increasingly being sought to meet the diverse needs of learners. Traditional methods of teaching
listening and speaking skills often rely on textbooks and classroom-based activities, which may not
tully engage students or provide sufficient exposure to authentic language usage. Digital platforms,
particularly podcasts, have emerged as transformative tools for language education due to their
accessibility, flexibility, and ability to immerse learners in real-world language contexts. Arabic
language education, however, has not yet fully explored the potential of podcasts as a medium for

enhancing maharah istima (listening skills) and maharah kalam (speaking skills). The effectiveness
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of the learning process is closely linked to the role played by educational media'. Media serves as a
valuable tool that acts as both an aid and a bridge in delivering educational content effectively. The
innovation and thoughtful use of instructional media are essential in addressing various challenges
within the learning process, ensuring that materials are conveyed in ways that engage and resonate
with students®. Among the most innovative media available today is the podcast, which offers a
dynamic and flexible platform for enhancing learning experiences through engaging audio content
and interactive elements.

Despite developments in theoretical and practical aspects as well as in multimedia
applications in language teaching, the link between audiovisual tools and language teaching has
gone almost unnoticed until the turn of the twenty-first century’. Modernization has reached every
domain of education, especially in language teaching, to meet the needs of the learners and facilitate
learning in a world characterized by globalization and the use of technology, which we are
witnessing today*. Podcasts have become more widespread since 2004. While there is a huge
number of podcasts in English, unfortunately, the number of podcasts in other languages is still
limited, especially in Arabic. This low percentage of podcasts or other multimedia tools in Arabic
may be due to a lack of pedagogical studies and the small number of students and researchers who
are interested in doing research or producing podcasts to help other students who have begun
learning Arabic’.

In fact, Arabic learners face difficulties in achieving the skills of speaking and listening.
Most of the students have a limited vocabulary, so the use of traditional methods is not interesting
to a student who wants to learn how to speak or at least understand spoken language’. In this
modern age, audio enhances the information that can be provided by other media, primarily print,
in teaching and learning a foreign language. Thus, in line with current trends in language teaching
and learning that call for blending technology and face-to-face situations in the educational process,

multimedia as a teaching aid becomes an important tool for today’s learner to gain more motivation
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and authentic learning materials’. Recognizing the multi-modal nature of the language learning
process, the road to improving one’s linguistic competence lies in the intelligent use of technology
as in the medium. Podcasts present authentic and natural materials. Speaking and listening in the
Arabic language require the learners to absorb the sounds of each word, phrase, sentence, and
passage in a natural way, as the pronunciation of the native speaker does with correct phonology.
Most people, when learning a foreign language, need a lot of listening for them to get the correct
pronunciation of words in their meanings. In addition, not everyone has access to Arabic
communication environments needed to acquire the target language. Listening to podcasts enables
the learners to listen, practice, and improve their speaking, as well as expand their vocabulary and
increase their understanding of the Arabic language. Providing the listening resources in digital
format may bridge the gap between the target community and the learners. Podcasts help beginners
to understand authentic speech and begin to gain confidence in communicating in Arabic, and
encourage them to improve on their weaknesses in real communication. Podcasts will help in
constructing good pronunciation into the style of learning since learning pronunciation is not only
a prerequisite for oral communication but also a worthy goal in itself. In addition, the use of
podcasts is also a useful way to expose students to layman’s speech as spoken in the target culture
as a start to widen their horizons and also instill in them the desire to learn about the history and
culture behind the Arabic language. Hence, podcasts are a bridge between Arabic language learners
and access to anticipated and motivational authentic materials. It is quite misleading to think of
podcasts as merely a supplementary resource. Rather, they represent an organic and necessary part
of the stimulus that motivates meaningful language acquisition.

Podcasts are an excellent pedagogical medium of instruction®. A podcast is an audio
program that uses the internet for distribution °. It is episodic and uses electronic devices, such as
computers or mobile phones in the classroom ". Depending on their intended use, they can be
created by teachers or students. In other words, a teacher who creates a podcast can be called a

teacher-podcaster, and a student who creates a podcast can be called a student podcaster''
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This study focuses on the role of Arabic podcasts as an innovative solution for teaching
Arabic to speakers of other languages. Podcasts can be seen as a new way to teach and learn Arabic,
supporting different teaching styles and preferences through the integration of voice, video, music,
PDF files, and so on. A podcast consists of texts in the form of downloadable attached files.
Learners can listen to a podcast via the internet and then discuss the materials from the podcast in
the classroom'?,(Harahap, 2020). This includes reading exercises, listening to shott stoties, and
highlighting new vocabulary terms, comprehension questions, grammatical explanations, and even
unique handouts. The existing literature consists of some studies concerning the benefits of
podcasts as innovative solutions in teaching different subjects, but there are few recent studies
concerning Arabic language teaching in both Arabic countries and foreign countries for Arabic
speakers. This paper will contribute to filling this research gap by describing the characteristics of
podcasts and the benefits and drawbacks thereof and suggesting some practice and teaching
guidelines.

This study focuses on the role of podcasts in teaching Arabic listening and speaking skills,
addressing a critical gap in the literature. While numerous studies have explored the effectiveness
of podcasts in teaching other languages, such as English, Spanish, and French, limited research has
examined their application in Arabic language education. For example, Al-Mohawes highlights the
benefits of podcasts in promoting listening comprehension and speaking fluency in English
language learners®. Utilizing podcasts as an educational tool has proven effective in inspiring
students, fostering creativity, enhancing public speaking abilities, and establishing their significance
in language learning. There are various strategies and approaches for teaching the Arabic language
to non-native speakers. While traditional approaches are important, modern technologies provide
much innovation that can foster language skills'. Speaking skill is one of the most important
language skills, and it must be focused on heavily in the process of learning Arabic". The popularity
of programs that teach speaking skills has increased; thus, digital integration of audio and video

with other new-age features from modern teaching languages is crucial'’.
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One of the best solutions reminiscent of audio and video materials, with their ability to
engage both auditory and visual learners, is the use of podcasts. Podcasts have emerged as a popular
medium, appealing to individuals who seek to maximize their productivity by multitasking, as they
can be conveniently listened to anywhere and at any time - whether it's during their daily commute,
while exercising, or even while doing household chores'. Not only do podcasts provide an
excellent learning opportunity for students with visual and auditory learning styles, but they also
offer great flexibility for educators. Podcasts can prove especially valuable when the instructor is
unable to be physically present in the classroom, such as when they are out of town or need to take
time off'. This is because a recorded podcast can allow students to continue their studies while
still benefiting from the instructor's expertise and guidance'. Podcasting is an increasingly popular
method of online mass communication that offers flexibility for integration into educational
strategies for virtual classrooms and remote outreach initiatives. Its use is also expanding within
the fields of ecology and evolutionary biology™.

Podcasts are interactive tools that can be easily integrated into the teaching process. In
addition to captivating audio content”, podcasts can feature supplementary materials such as
visuals, transcripts, or links to relevant resources. This interactive nature of podcasts not only
enhances the overall learning experience but also encourages student engagement and
participation™. Furthermore, the flexibility of podcasts allows students to pause, rewind, fast
forward, or repeat specific sections, empowering them to learn at their own pace and review the

content as needed®. Podcasts are a versatile and powerful tool in the realm of education®. Their
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ability to transcend time and space, combined with their interactivity and flexibility, makes them
an invaluable addition to the teaching process. Whether used to supplement in-class instruction or
to facilitate remote learning, podcasts have the potential to revolutionize the way knowledge is
shared and acquired”. However, similar studies in the context of Arabic remain scarce, particularly
in higher education settings. This gap underscores the need for further investigation into how
podcasts can be effectively utilized in teaching Arabic.

To address this gap, this research offers an innovative solution by integrating podcasts into
Arabic language instruction. The study explores the dual impact of podcasts on students’ listening
comprehension and speaking proficiency, proposing a structured methodology that combines
active listening with speaking exercises. By leveraging the flexibility and authenticity of podcasts,
this research seeks to overcome the limitations of traditional teaching methods and provide learners
with an engaging and immersive learning experience.

The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of podcasts as a modern
educational tool for improving Arabic speaking and listening skills among university students.
Specifically, it examines how exposure to native speakers, cultural nuances, and context-based
language use through podcasts can enhance students’ proficiency and confidence. The research
also aims to identify best practices for integrating podcasts into Arabic language curricula to
maximize their pedagogical value.

While previous studies have examined various digital tools™, such as language learning apps
and online platforms®’. This study uniquely positions podcasts as a versatile and accessible solution
for fostering maharah istima’ and maharah kalam. Beyond their technical application, the findings
emphasize the readiness of both podcasters and listeners to engage deeply with podcasts as a
medium for language enhancement. This engagement reflects a profound sincerity and authenticity
as individuals express their thoughts and opinions with honesty, transforming these exchanges into
meaningful experiences through formats such as discussions, micro-debates, and podcast
dialogues. By contributing fresh insights into the pedagogical applications of podcasts, this research
not only advances the field of Arabic language education but also inspires future innovations in
teaching methodologies, encouraging educators and learners to explore new dimensions of

interactive and reflective learning.
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Method

This study employs a qualitative approach to examine the impact of podcasts on enhancing
Arabic speaking and listening skills **. Conducted at Darullughah Wadda’wah, a renowned Islamic
boarding school emphasizing Arabic language education, the study involved 20 selected santri
(students) aged 16 to 18 years. These participants were chosen for their exceptional background in
Arabic language proficiency, as evidenced by their fluency in speaking and strong comprehension
skills. All participants had achieved high grades in Arabic language courses and were actively
engaged in Arabic communication activities within the boarding school environment.

The research utilized a two-phase process. In the first phase, participants were introduced
to selected Arabic podcasts focusing on conversational Arabic, storytelling, and cultural topics.
These podcasts, reflecting real-world usage of Arabic, exposed students to various dialects and
registers. Each participant listened to three podcast episodes weekly over four weeks. In the second
phase, participants engaged in structured speaking activities, including summarizing podcast
content, participating in group discussions to share insights, and recording responses to prompts
derived from the podcast episodes. The primary materials consisted of curated podcasts featuring
native speakers to ensure natural pronunciation and intonation. Supplementary materials, such as
transcripts and vocabulary lists, supported comprehension and learning.

Data were collected through pre- and post-tests to evaluate improvements in listening and
speaking skills, observations of participant engagement, semi-structured interviews to gather
feedback, and audio recordings of spoken responses for analysis”. Quantitative analysis of test
results measured improvements, while qualitative analysis of interviews and observations identified
patterns and participant experiences”. Ethical considerations were prioritized by obtaining
informed consent, ensuring confidentiality, and allowing participants the right to withdraw at any
stage. This methodology leverages the santri's linguistic strengths to explore the potential of

podcasts in further enhancing their Arabic speaking and listening proficiency.

Result

The findings of this study illustrate the transformative potential of podcasts in enhancing
Arabic listening (istima’) and speaking (kalam) skills among students. Quantitative data derived
from pre- and post-tests revealed a substantial improvement, with listening skills showing a 30%

increase in average scores and speaking skills demonstrating a 25% enhancement. These results
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Angeles: SAGE Publications, 2020).
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highlight the effectiveness of podcasts in fostering language acquisition, as they provide an
immersive and engaging learning experience.

Observational data gathered during the study indicated a notable shift in student behavior
and attitudes toward learning’’. Participants displayed heightened enthusiasm and active
engagement when interacting with podcast-based materials compared to traditional instructional
methods. This engagement was reflected in their ability to incorporate newly acquired vocabulary
and improve sentence construction. Recordings of group discussions further evidenced their
increased confidence in using the language, as students demonstrated more natural fluency and
contextual awareness in their speech.

This study demonstrates that the use of podcasts significantly enhances students' listening
(istima’) and speaking (kalam) skills in Arabic language learning. The pre-test and post-test
conducted with 20 participants revealed a notable improvement, with an average increase of 30%
in listening skills and 25% in speaking skills. These results underline the effectiveness of podcasts
as a tool for advancing Arabic proficiency. The detailed comparison of average scores before and

after the intervention is presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Average Pre-test and Post-test Scores

Skill Pre-test Average Post-test Average Improvement (%)
Listening 70 91 30%
Speaking 65 81 25%

Observational analysis during the learning process indicated that participants were more
enthusiastic and actively engaged in podcast-based learning compared to traditional methods.
Audio recordings of group discussions revealed significant improvements in students’ ability to use
newly acquired vocabulary and construct more complex and contextually appropriate sentences.
This highlights the role of podcasts in fostering both linguistic competence and confidence in real-
world communication.

Further insights were gathered through semi-structured interviews, where students
expressed their appreciation for the interactive and flexible nature of podcasts. Many participants
noted that the ability to learn at their own pace and repeatedly listen to authentic pronunciation

enhanced their confidence in speaking. The flexibility of the podcast format allowed students to

3 Matt O’Leary, Classroom Observation: A Guide to the Effective Observation of Teaching and Learning, 2nd ed. (Second
edition. | New York : Routledge, 2020.: Routledge, 2020), https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315630243.
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access learning materials anytime, fostering an engaging and self-directed learning environment.

The feedback summary is presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Summary of Participant Feedback

Aspect Positive (%) Negative (%)
Interactive format 85% 15%
Ease of access 90% 10%
Increased learning motivation 88% 12%

These findings align with previous research, such as Al-Mohawes (2022), which highlighted
the benefits of podcasts in improving listening and speaking skills in English learners. This study
reinforces the relevance of podcasts as an innovative medium for language learning, particularly
for Arabic.

Qualitative feedback from semi-structured interviews shed light on the participants’
positive experiences with the podcast-based learning approach. Many students appreciated the
flexibility offered by podcasts, which allowed them to revisit content as needed and learn at their
own pace. The exposure to native speakers through podcasts helped them refine their
pronunciation and intonation, enhancing their overall speaking proficiency. Additionally, the
contextual richness of the podcasts, which included conversational Arabic, storytelling, and cultural
topics, provided a holistic learning experience that bridged the gap between theoretical knowledge
and practical application.

The qualitative interviews conducted during this study provided valuable insights into the
participants' experiences with podcast-based learning for enhancing maharah istima (listening) and
maharah kalam (speaking) skills in Arabic. Many participants expressed that podcasting significantly
increased their engagement and motivation. One participant remarked, "Using podcasts made me
feel more connected to the learning process. The flexibility of listening to authentic conversations
helped me stay motivated to improve my speaking skills." This sentiment was shared by others
who appreciated the convenience of learning at their own pace.

Participants also reported notable improvements in their listening skills, particulatly in
understanding native Arabic speakers. As one noted, "The podcasts exposed me to various accents
and intonations, which improved my comprehension skills." The repetitive nature of podcast
episodes was also highlighted as a factor in reinforcing vocabulary and sentence structures.
Confidence in speaking was another significant outcome, with several participants emphasizing

how group discussions based on podcast content encouraged them to use new vocabulary and
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speak more freely. One interviewee stated, "Discussing podcast topics in group sessions gave me
the courage to speak more freely and try out new vocabulary." Another added, "The real-world
scenarios presented in the podcasts made speaking feel less intimidating."

Additionally, participants recognized the cognitive benefits of podcasts, particularly in
fostering critical thinking. One participant shared, "The content encouraged me to think critically
about issues I wouldn’t normally consider, which helped me articulate my opinions better in
Arabic." However, some suggestions for improvement were noted. For instance, one participant
recommended, "Including more visual aids, like transcripts or vocabulary flashcards, would make
it easier to follow complex topics." Others proposed expanding the range of podcast topics to cater
to diverse interests.

These findings underscore the effectiveness of podcasts as a modern educational tool,
offering authentic linguistic input, fostering confidence, and encouraging critical thinking while
also highlighting areas for further enhancement to maximize their impact on learning.

The research also identified podcasts’ interactive elements as key contributors to their
effectiveness. Supplementary materials such as transcripts, vocabulary lists, and comprehension
questions supported students in navigating the content and deepening their understanding. This
combination of auditory learning with visual and textual aids made the learning process more
comprehensive and inclusive for different learning styles.

Despite these promising outcomes, the study also uncovered certain limitations. The short
duration of the intervention, spanning only four weeks, may have restricted the extent of skill
development. Furthermore, the sample was limited to students with advanced Arabic proficiency,
which may limit the generalizability of the findings to learners at beginner or intermediate levels.
These limitations suggest the need for extended research involving diverse participant groups and
longer intervention periods.

Overall, the results underscore the effectiveness of podcasts as an innovative educational
tool for Arabic language learning. By offering a flexible, engaging, and contextually rich medium,
podcasts address the challenges of traditional language instruction and create a dynamic platform
for skill enhancement. This study highlights the potential of podcasts not only as a complement to
existing teaching methods but also as a standalone solution for advancing listening and speaking

skills in Arabic language education.

Discussion
Darullughah Wadda’wah Islamic Boarding School (Dalwa) has long been recognized as one
of Indonesia's leading institutions for Arabic language education. The Arabic proficiency of

Dalwa’s students, whether in maharah istima' (listening), maharah kalam (speaking), maharah
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gira'ah (reading), or maharah kitabah (writing), has reached an exceptionally commendable level™.
This is evidenced by their ability to comprehend classical texts (kwtub at-turats), deliver eloquent
speeches, and engage in fluent discussions in Arabic.

However, amidst the rapid advancement of technology and the shifting dynamics of global
education, traditional methods that have long been employed require adaptation to remain relevant
and effective. Digital technologies, including platforms such as podcasts and YouTube, offer new
opportunities to enrich Arabic language teaching methodologies. This approach not only enhances
the accessibility of learning materials but also supports more flexible and interactive learning styles.

Combining the strengths of Dalwa's well-established Arabic language education system
with modern technology will create a powerful synergy. This approach is not intended to replace
traditional methods but rather to complement them, enabling students to reap optimal benefits
from both strategies. In this way, Dalwa will continue to pioneer Arabic language education, deeply
rooted in tradition while remaining responsive to the demands of modern times and technological
advancements.

The integration of technology in Arabic language education, through platforms such as
Podcasts and YouTube, introduces a new dimension of immersive learning experiences. These
tools not only make learning more accessible and engaging but also offer significant mnemonic
benefits. The combination of audio and visual elements in digital content enhances memory
retention by stimulating multiple senses simultaneously.

For instance, podcasts provide auditory reinforcement, allowing students to repeatedly
listen to correct pronunciations, intonations, and conversational rhythms in Arabic”. On the other
hand, YouTube complements this auditory experience with visual cues, such as text ovetlays,
animations, and contextual imagery, which further anchor vocabulaty and expressions in students'
long-term memory™.

This dual-sensory approach aligns with mnemonic strategies that emphasize creating strong

associations in the brain to improve recall. By repeatedly exposing learners to structured phrases

32 Segaf Baharun and Nur Hanifansyah, “Efektivitas Pembelajaran Kitab Al-Afal Al-Yaumiyyah Pada Daurah
Ramadhan Di Pon Pes Dalwa,” Shaut Al-Arabiyah 12, no. 2 (November 29, 2024),
https://doi.otg/10.24252/saa.v12i2.52825.

3 Muhamad Solehudin and Yusuf Arisandi, “Language Interference in Arabic Learning: A Case Study of Islamic
Boarding Schools in Indonesia,” A~Ta’rib : Jurnal Ilmiah Program Studi Pendidikan Babasa Arab IAIN Palangka Raya 12,
no. 2 (2024): 423-38, https://doi.org/10.23971/altarib.v12i2.9170.

3 Nur Hanifansyah and Menik Mahmudah, “Enhancing Arabic Vocabulary Mastery Through Communicative
Strategies: Evidence from Malaysia.,” A-Ta’rib : Jurnal lmiah Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Arab LAIN 12, no. (2)
(2024): 26378, https://doi.org/10.23971/altarib.v12i2.9082.
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and expressions in meaningful contexts, these platforms not only help in retaining new vocabulary
but also in reproducing it confidently in communication™.

As technology continues to evolve, leveraging audio-visual mnemonic techniques through
platforms like Podcasts and YouTube becomes an indispensable strategy for enhancing the
effectiveness of Arabic language instruction, making the learning process more intuitive, engaging,
and impactful.

At Darullughah Wadda’wah Islamic Boarding School (Dalwa), there is a continuous
commitment to updating and enriching Arabic phrases and expressions to ensure students remain
well-versed in both classical and contemporary usage. Recognizing the dynamic nature of the
Arabic language, Dalwa emphasizes the importance of equipping students with relevant and
practical phrases for various formal and informal contexts.

To support this initiative, a dedicated division has been established specifically for
enhancing the learning and mastery of Arabic phrases and expressions™. This division focuses on
curating, analyzing, and introducing updated linguistic phrases and conversational patterns that
align with modern trends while preserving traditional linguistic integrity.

Through structured activities, interactive discussions, and immersive practice sessions,
students are consistently exposed to these expressions and phrases, enabling them to communicate
confidently and fluently in diverse scenarios. This proactive approach not only strengthens
students' practical language proficiency but also ensures that Dalwa remains at the forefront of
Arabic language education, seamlessly blending tradition with contemporary relevance.

Phrases that frequently recur in the podcasting world play a significant role in language
learning. In this context, phrases commonly used by speakers like Deddy Corbuzier can serve as
an effective learning tool. To make podcasts more engaging for students, careful preparation is
essential, including curating relevant vocabulary and expressions adapted from prominent
podcasters like Deddy Corbuzier. By translating and incorporating these phrases into Arabic,
learners not only expand their vocabulary but also develop critical thinking skills and a deeper
understanding of sentence structures and practical language use. This approach is particularly
beneficial for Arabic learners in the domains of listening (istima’) and speaking (kalam), as it
connects language acquisition with cognitive development. Additionally, the repetition of simple

yet impactful phrases reinforces language memory, creating a natural and effective learning process.

3 Muhamad Solehudin and Nur Hanifansyah, “Arabic Public Speaking in Malaysia: Enhancing Vocabulary and
Confidence through Psycholinguistics,” International Journal of Arabic Langnage Teaching 6, no. 02 (December 22, 2024):
143-56, https:/ /doi.org/10.32332/1jalt.v6i02.9920.

3 Muhamad Solehudin, Nurhanifansyah Nurhanifansyah, and Syaheed Kholid, “The Effectiveness of Using the
Kitab Muhawarah in Enhancing Arabic Speaking Proficiency in Malaysia,” A#n Nabighoh 26, no. 2 (December 3,
2024): 251-68, https://doi.org/10.32332/an-nabighoh.v26i2.251-268.
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Thus, consistently incorporating these adapted phrases can significantly enhance Arabic language

proficiency and foster a more engaging and critical approach to learning, and using these phrases

can be an effective strategy to improve Arabic language proficiency.
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The integration of podcasts provides learners with a unique and enriching experience.
Much like how visuals aid memory retention’. The auditory engagement offered by podcasts leaves
a lasting impression, helping learners sharpen both listening (istima’) and speaking (kalam) skills.
This makes podcasts an invaluable tool for enhancing these two critical language proficiencies.
While there is an abundance of resources and research dedicated to reading and writing skills, the
study of listening remains significantly underexplored. Moreover, the art of delivering precise
pronunciation and speech at the right moment is an even rarer area of focus, further highlighting
the importance of podcast-based learning in addressing these gaps

The discussion section is the most crucial part of any scholarly article, requiring a thorough
examination of findings through comparisons, causal arguments, contributions to the field, and
acknowledgment of limitations. The findings of this study align with previous research, such as Al-
Mohawes (2023), who demonstrated that podcasts significantly improve listening comprehension
and speaking fluency in English learners. Similarly, Sendag et al. (2024) emphasized the role of
podcasts in enhancing critical thinking and metacognitive skills in language learners. This study
corroborates these results by showcasing how podcasts improve maharah istima’ and maharah

kalam in Arabic learners, providing an innovative approach to language acquisition. Unlike prior

37 Menik Mahmudah, Nurhanifansyah Nurhanifansyah, and Syarif Muhammad Syaheed bin Khalid, “Psycholinguistic
Approaches to Enhancing Arabic Speaking Proficiency through Comic Strips,” Arabiyatuna: Jurnal Bahasa Arab 8, no.
2 (November 2024): 804—206, https://doi.org/10.29240/jba.v8i2.11349.



Vol. 15, No. 2, December 2024 | 101

studies focusing predominantly on Western languages, this research uniquely bridges the gap in
Arabic language education by highlighting podcasts as a tool tailored to cultural and linguistic
nuances.

Although this study involved only 20 participants as the primary subjects for observation
and analysis, the impact of using podcasts extends far beyond that number. This is due to the digital
nature of podcasts, which allows them to be accessed by a broader audience. Supporting data shows
that the podcasts used in this study have been listened to by approximately 500 listeners across
various digital distribution platforms. The benefits of podcasts are not limited to the direct
participants of the study but also extend to a wider audience, who indirectly gain similar advantages
in improving their maharah istima' (listening skills) and maharah kalam (speaking skills).

Furthermore, to expand their reach and impact, these podcasts are planned to be uploaded
on the YouTube platform as a form of media diversification in education. YouTube, with its global
reach, has the potential to attract a larger audience, including Arabic language learners from diverse
backgrounds and geographical locations.

With this strategy, the study not only focuses on improving language skills within a
classroom environment but also aims to create a wider impact through the inclusive and accessible
distribution of digital content. This effort is expected to encourage more educational institutions
to adopt similar methods in teaching Arabic, ensuring that the benefits of this approach can be felt
more evenly and sustainably.

The success of podcasts in this study can be attributed to their ability to deliver authentic
language experiences. By exposing students to native speakers and contextualized dialogues,
podcasts provide natural linguistic input that fosters cognitive engagement and practical
application. Additionally, the flexible format of podcasts allows learners to access content at their
convenience, enabling repeated exposure and practice, which are essential for language retention
and proficiency. The interactive elements, such as transcripts and guided exercises, further enhance
comprehension and application, making podcasts a holistic tool for language learning.

This study contributes significantly to the field of Arabic language education by introducing
podcasts as a versatile medium for fostering maharah istima’ and maharah kalam. It highlights the
importance of incorporating culturally relevant content, such as expressions and phrases adapted
from prominent figures like Deddy Corbuzier, to make learning more relatable and engaging.
Furthermore, the research addresses the underexplored areas of listening and speaking skills in
Arabic language education, where resources and studies are often focused on reading and writing.
It demonstrates how podcasts can bridge the gap between theoretical learning and practical

language use, fostering critical thinking and real-world application.
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Despite its promising findings, this study acknowledges several limitations. The short
intervention period of four weeks may not fully capture the long-term impacts on language
proficiency. The sample consisted of advanced learners, limiting the generalizability of results to
beginner or intermediate students. Additionally, the reliance on curated podcast content may not
represent the diverse range of podcasts available, potentially limiting the scope of its applications.

The integration of podcasts into Arabic language education presents a novel approach to
addressing the challenges of teaching listening and speaking skills. By providing authentic, flexible,
and interactive learning experiences, podcasts not only enhance language proficiency but also foster
critical thinking and cultural appreciation. Future research should explore longer intervention
periods, diverse learner profiles, and a wider range of podcast content to further validate and

expand the applications of this innovative tool in Arabic language teaching methodologies..

Conclussion

The findings of this study demonstrate that podcasts are an effective and innovative tool
for enhancing listening (maharah istima’) and speaking (maharah kalam) skills in Arabic language
education. The research highlights the significant role of podcasts in providing learners with
authentic language experiences, fostering critical thinking, and encouraging active engagement with
real-world language use. These benefits align with the broader objective of equipping students with
practical language proficiency through flexible, interactive, and culturally relevant learning
methods. The study also underscores the importance of bridging gaps in Arabic language
education, particularly in the often-overlooked areas of listening comprehension and speaking
fluency.

While the research validates the potential of podcasts as a transformative educational
medium, the short duration of the intervention and the advanced proficiency level of the
participants suggest that further studies are needed to generalize these findings. Future research
could explore the impact of podcasts on beginner and intermediate learners, extend the
intervention period to assess long-term effects, and examine a more diverse range of podcast
content. Additionally, integrating podcasts with other modern technologies and methodologies
could further enrich their application in Arabic language teaching.

The study contributes to the growing body of knowledge in Arabic language education and
serves as a foundation for developing innovative teaching strategies. By leveraging the versatility
of podcasts, educators can enhance both the pedagogical process and the learners’ linguistic and
cognitive development. This research advances academic understanding and offers practical

insights for implementing podcasts in diverse educational contexts.
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